
S E T T I N G  U P  L O B B Y  M E E T I N G S

Collaborate with anyone else you are attending the conference with, and
figure out which issue or issues you want to meet with MPs and Senators
on .  The main issues we are focussing the conference on are:

Pre-born human rights, especial ly support for Bi l l  C-311 and protection for
pregnant women,
Assisted suicide, especial ly support for Bi l l  C-314 to end the expansion of
assisted suicide to those with mental i l lness, and
Sexual exploitat ion, especial ly support for Bi l ls S-210 and Bil l  C-270 and
Bil l  C-308, in order to protect kids from exploitat ion.

Once you've sett led on which issue or issues to focus on, pick the various
MPs and Senators who you want to meet with .  I t 's good to aim for 5 or 6
meetings in the day, knowing that i t 's probable one or two wil l  get cancel led
due to unforeseen circumstances the week of the event.

The best person to start with is your own Member of Parliament .  I f  you don't
know who that is, you can cl ick here to f ind out by Postal Code. Usually, an
MP is happy to meet with their consti tuents. Don't forget to remind them you
want to meet them in Ottawa.
Try also meet with any MP who might be interested in the topic .  For
example, i f  you're concerned about protecting pregnant women, any of the
MPs who sit  on the Status of Women committee might be wil l ing to talk about
that issue. I f  you need suggestions, please contact Ed / Levi /  Ryan, ARPA
Canada's Ontario /  BC / Prair ies manager for other suggestions.
Don't forget about Senators !  Senators also have a say in the development of
law in Parl iament and may be wil l ing to meet with cit izens to talk about these
issues.

This is a reminder to start booking your lobby meetings for Thursday, April 27
anytime between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  

For this to work well ,  follow these steps :

1.

a.

b.

c.

2.

Who do you pick to meet with?

1.

2.

3.
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https://www.parl.ca/LegisInfo/en/bill/44-1/c-311
https://www.parl.ca/LegisInfo/en/bill/44-1/s-210
https://www.parl.ca/legisinfo/en/bill/44-1/C-270
https://www.parl.ca/LegisInfo/en/bill/44-1/c-308
https://www.ourcommons.ca/Members/en
mailto:ed@arpacanada.ca?subject=Tips%20on%20Lobbying&body=
mailto:levi@arpacanada.ca?subject=Tips%20on%20Lobbying&body=null
mailto:ryan@arpacanada.ca?subject=Tips%20on%20Lobbying&body=null


Once you have a l ist of who you want to meet with, send an email to their
Ottawa office .  You can f ind Members of Parl iament contact information here,
and Senators contact information here.
When you ask for a meeting, indicate what date  you'd l ike to meet (Thursday,
Apri l  27th), on what issue  general ly, and why  you want to meet this part icular
MP or Senator on this issue. (In other words, i t  shouldn't  be random.) Ask for
no more than 30 minutes of their t ime.
MPs and Senators are very busy people.  If  they do not respond to your
email right away, that's okay .  You can send a very pol i te fol low up three or
four days later i f  you have not yet heard back from them. If  three or four days
later you st i l l  have not heard back, try phoning the Ottawa off ice to set up the
meeting. I f  the answer is that i t  won't work, accept that and move on.
Please remember that when you are lobbying ,  you are NOT lobbying on
behalf of ARPA Canada, but as a Canadian citizen ,  or, perhaps, i f
representing a local ARPA chapter on behalf of that local chapter.

How do you set up the meeting?
1.

2.

3.

4.
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https://www.ourcommons.ca/members/en/search
https://sencanada.ca/en/senators/

